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FEBRUARY 2016
To Year 9 Pupils

Next term you will be finishing your Key Stage 3 courses. The work that you have
completed will be assessed and you will receive National Curriculum levels in all
subjects.

It is important that you should now consider carefully the next stage in your
education. It is necessary for you to choose option subjects which you will study in
Years 10 and 11, in most cases to GCSE level. In making these decisions you need
to:

1 Consider carefully the subjects which you have enjoyed during Key Stage 3
and feel confident in studying. Your latest assessments, together with the
teacherds comments i n your Year 9 repo
1 Ensure that you have made a balanced choice and have included a broad
range of subjects.
1 Take account of any career ideas which you may have.

Please do not choose subjects for the wrong reasons:

1 You like (or dislike) a particular teacher ~ you may have different teachers in
Years 10 and 11.

1 Your friends have chosen a particular subject ~ what is right for them may not
be right for you; in any case, you may find yourself in a different set to your
friend.

This booklet is intended to provide guidance for you and your parents to ensure
that you enjoy your final 5 %2 terms as a student at Bryn Alyn and fulfil your
potential in the examinations and assessments.

As well as reading this booklet carefully please:

1 Ask advice from your parents and any elder brothers / sisters / friends.

1 Speak with your teachers ~ your subject teachers and teachers of subjects
which are only offered in Years 10 and 11 will be pleased to provide you with
information and advice.

1 Attend the Options Information Evening, to be held on:

Wednesday February 24th, commencing at 7.00 p.m.

Having considered your choices carefully, | am confident that you will enjoy the
next stage in your studies and achieve creditable results in the assessments. The
effort that you invest in your courses over the next two years will lay the

foundations for your future education and career.

B.Whiteley Headteacher



At the time of publishing, all course specifications and content detail within
this booklet are up to date. However, Welsh Government are currently
revising the subject areas below and this is where the General Qualifications
are up to as of the 8th December 2015.

Academic Year 2016 -17

We have listed below those subjects in which GCSEs are being reformed for
teaching from September

For each subject, it is indicated whether the reformed qualifications in their
final form have been approved, or when an approval decision is expected to
be made.

You will also find a projected timeline for GCSE reforms in 2016. It includes
dates when draft specifications are available, approvals and the availability of
approved specifications.

Subject Approval Status Approval Expected
Art and Design In development January 2016

Drama In development March 2016

Food and Nutrition Approved

Geography Approved

History In development March 2016

Food In development March 2016

Music In development January 2016
Physical Education Approved

Religious Studies In development March 2016

If there are any major changes, following the distribution of this booklet, we
will inform you via letter.



QUESTIONS

Is there anyone | can ask?
Yes. The subject teachers will be willing to explain the examination
courses to you. Mr. Allcroft can advise you about Careers and Further
Education. There will also be an opportunity to use the Careers
Library within PSE.

Would my parents be able to come into school to talk to someone?
Of course they can. They are advised to telephone the General
Office, (Wrexham 720700) who will arrange for them to talk to Mrs.
Hennessey, Key Stage 3 Progress Manager. There will be workshops
for parents after the Options Evening to look further at career options.

How soon must | make up my mind?
We hope that pupils will have made up their minds by the end of the
Spring Term.

What if | change my mind?
We cannot guarantee to accommodate pupils who wish to change
their subject choices. In a few cases you may be placed in another
group early in the Autumn Term if there is room. This will be very
difficult after the end of September.

Is there anything | could do to help me make the subject choices?
Yes, plenty Here are a few:-

(@) Look at www.careerswales.com  for information.

(b) Look at the resources in the Careers Library.

(c) PSE lessons will look at the process of making choices.

(d) All local colleges have a prospectus which would be worth looking
at - Deeside, Coleg Cambria, Llysfasi, Northop Horticultural College.



Will 1 be allowed to take the subjects of my choice?
We will do our best to enable you to study the subjects of your choice,
but in some cases, this might be difficult. We have a system where
pupils can select 3 subjects from a list of 17.

You may have to be disappointed for any of the reasons given below:

(@) The subject you might choose may have to be cancelled if the number
of pupils opting for it is very low.

(b) The subject of your choice is o6full 6
into the class.

(c) The subjects of your choice might not help you in your career in the
future; you might be advised to take other courses.

(d) The subjects which you have chosen might, in the opinion of the
school, be too hard for you, or not challenging enough.

If you have chosen a set of subjects which are too 'narrow' in scope e.g. if
you have chosen three Humanities based subjects, you may be advised to
change your choice.

What do you mean by a subject being ‘full’ ?
The school tries to keep the numbers in a G.C.S.E. class down to a
maximum of 25 to allow pupils to receive sufficient individual atten-
tion. Practical subjects may have fewer than this. In the event of any
subject being oversubscribed, some pupils will be asked to choose an
alternative.

The following criteria will be applied:
Attendance in school.
1 Attainment and effort in the subject, assuming it has been studied in
Year 9.
Level of effort displayed in the core subjects.
Level of effort displayed in other subjects.



WHAT WILL YOUR TIMETABLE
BE LIKE IN YEARS 10 AND 117

You will find that there are some subjects which are compulsory in
Years 10 and 11.
The subjects which you must all study are:

English Most pupils study for two GCSEs, English
Language and English Literature.

Mathematics A chance for most pupils to achieve two
GCSEs.

Science Pupils study for two GCSEs in Science.

Welsh Baccalaureate

All pupils will study two additional subjects at GCSE level-
Religious Education  (short course/full course)
Welsh (short course)
The following non examination subjects are also studied:
Careers
Personal and Social Education  (P.S.E.)
Physical Education (P.E.)
These compulsory subjects make up the core curriculum.
In addition to this core of subjects, you will also have to choose three other

subjects called optional subjects. (A list of these subjects has been printed
at the back of this booklet).



MAKING YOUR CHOICE

Read this booklet carefully and talk to your parents about your
subject choices before you bring the form back.

When you fill in your form remember: -

1. You must choosethree subjects from the list. Please order them
1, 2 and 3 in order of priority. Also please indicate two reserve choices
as 4 and 5.

2.  You may not take any subject more than once.

3.  You should consider including one HUMANITIES subject:
Geography
History
Religious Studies

4, You should consider including one VOCATIONAL subject:
Art and Design
Business Studies
Child Development
Design and Technology plus Resistant Materials
Drama
Food Technology
ICT
Media Studies
CoPE- Certificate of Personal Effectiveness
XI Programme with the Prince's Trust

5. You should also consider=
French
Welsh
Music
Physical Education
Horticulture



What should | do next?

1. Find out what each subject involves. Read this booklet carefully.

2.  Ask your subject teachers for advice.

3.  Seek advice from parents/elder siblings/friends.

4.  Complete the draft options form printed at the back of this booklet.

5.  Attend the Options Information Evening on Wednesday February 24th.

6. Complete and return the signed options form to your tutor by no later
than Friday March 4th.

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU KEEP TO THIS DEADLINE. WE CANNOT
GUARANTEE TO ALLOCATE PREFERRED
OPTION SUBJECTS TO PUPILS WHO SUBMIT FORMS LATE
WITHOUT GOOD REASONS.



EXAMINATIONS

During Years 10 and 11, pupils will be taking external examinations. Most of
the external examinations taken by pupils are set by the Welsh Joint
Education Committee - W.J.E.C. for short. Every year all Examination
Boards, including the W.J.E.C., publish syllabuses. The syllabuses describe
the things you must study in order to sit any examinations. At the beginning
of Year 10, your teachers will tell you what you have to study in your chosen
subjects.

There are several types of examinations. Some are described here for you.

THE GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (G.C.S.E))
The G.C.S.E. is a single system of examinations with a single scale of
grades. In order to take account of differing abilities, not all pupils will com-
plete the same class work and examination questions. For many subjects, in
the final examination, there will be a choice of papers or questions to suit
pupils' abilities.

G.C.S.E. examinations will, therefore, give pupils the best chance to show
what they can do, rather than what they cannot do. Each grade will be the
result of a pupil's positive achievement.

Teachers will guide pupils on which papers and questions to attempt and will
make sure that pupils have undertaken appropriate work during the course.
Most of the written papers are taken in May/June of Year 11 although other

parts of the examination, such as orals, practicals and assessment unit ex-
aminations, take place much earlier.

LEVEL 1 and LEVEL 2 QUALIFICATIONS
These are qualifications that have GCSE equivalence.

The Level 1 qualification is between a D-G grade, and the Level 2 is between
A*- C grade.

10



VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

Wrexham Network 14  -19 Opportunities

As well as the courses we provide as a school, there are several opportuni-
ties available in school association with the Wrexham 14-19 network (other
schools and colleges). These courses will be held on Tuesday and
Wednesday afternoons at different locations in Wrexham, and are accessible
to all pupils. Further information will be available as the Options process
proceeds, and staff will guide and advise all pupils.

11



CAREERS EDUCATION
AND GUIDANCE

Making the right choices about careers is so important, and
pupils in Key Stage 4 receive a wide range of support in terms of
careers education and guidance. The following areas will be
covered:

Self Awareness
Pupils will explore their values, beliefs and attitudes to learning, finance,
leisure and lifestyle in relation to their career ideas.

Career Opportunities
As well as being aware of themselves and their career ideas it is essential
that pupils are able to look at different types of local and national business
organisations, employment opportunities, enterprise and self employment in
relation to career ideas.

Career Planning
Pupils will learn how to produce an effective and up to date curriculum
vitae, how to fill in application forms properly and with impact to produce a
high quality letter of application. We have a comprehensive Resource Centre
with a wide range of up to date careers information.

Careers Wales
The Careers Education and guidance in school is well supported by Careers
Wales. The Careers Adviser is in school two days a week. During Year 9 all
pupils should be registered with www.careerswales.com and have access
through ICT in school/home. In Year 10 pupils will be able to explore career
ideas in relation to their interests and abilities, and prepare for their in depth
careers interview, held in Year 11. Help is also available for those pupils
applying for modern apprenticeships, jobs and college courses.

Careers and the Wider Community
The school has strong links with employers and the local colleges, and visit-
ing speakers regularly keep pupils up to date with the world of work. Pupils
are also encouraged to visit colleagues and employers.

Mr M. Allcroft, the Careers Co-ordinator will be happy to discuss issues re-
lated to the careers education and guidance with parents, should they need
more information.

12



CORE SUBJECTS



ENGLISH

Al | pupil s will study English as p
jects in Years 10 and 11. The KS4 English lessons are a natural
continuation of what you have done so far in school: reading a

range of texts, writing in a range of styles and for different

purposes, and developing your speaking and listening skills.

ar t

ALL pupils are normally entered for two GCSEs; in English Language and
English Literature (for no additio
KS3).

h al

ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ENGLISH LITERATURE

20% Two speaking & listening _ : .
controlled assessments Higher tlgr ) _A -D
External exams (2 x 2 hours) Foundation tier - GG

40% Paper 1 (Unit 2): 25% Two written controlled
Reading (40 marks) assessments, one on
Writing (40 marks) Shakespeare and one on

poetry (25% combined)

40% Paper 2 (Unit 3): Two external examinations
Reading (40 marks) _
Writing (40 marks) 35% Paper 1: Prose (different

cultures) and poetry

(contemporary) (2 hours)

40% Paper 2: Literary heritage
drama and contemporary prose
(2 hours)

CAREER INFO
English GCSE is a MUST with most employers. Learning to express yoursel
clearly, and to understand how language works is a vital life skill. This
subject is common requirement for most higher education courses.

=5
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MATHEMATICS

Mat hs i s part of the compulsory &écored o
10 and 11. You will continue to learn and extend your knowledge of number,
algebra, shape and space and data handling. You will need your own maths

equipment, I.e. a calculator and a geometry set.

There are three tiers of entry for GCSE Mathematics.

HIGHER TIER: for those aiming to achieve A and A* grades, and those wishing to take
A level Mathematics. This tier is suitable for pupils who have achieved a good Level 6 or
above in KS3 Teacher Assessments.
Range of grades available: A* -C

INTERMEDIATE TIER: for those aiming to achieve C or B grades at GCSE. This tier is
suitable for the majority of pupils. Most pupils are expected to gain grade C or above at
GCSE.

Range of grades available:B - E

FOUNDATION TIER: for those pupils who achieved a low Level 5 or below in their
Mat hemati csd6 Key Stage 3 Teacher Assessm
have real difficulty in the subject area.
Range of grades available: D -G

ent s.

REVISION The school subscribes to MyMaths.co.uk This offers you tutorials and links
to other websites, offering help with improving your mathematical knowledge.
MathsWatch discs are available for £3.50.

Follow us on Twitter for a revision question each night @YBAMaths.

EXAM FORMAT
CAREER INFO

There are 2 GCSEs and both have 2 units.
Unit 1 is a non calculator unit and unit 2 Most employers look for at least a C grade
requires you to have your own calculator. in Mathematics because it demonstrates
GCSE in Mathematics - Numeracy will the ability to learn difficult concepts, and
assess the Mathematics that you will need persevere to solve problems, which are
in your everyday life, in the world of work highly relevant qualities to a wide range
and in other general curriculum areas. of careers.
GCSE Mathematics _will extend to
aspects of Mathematics needed for pro- A 0Bbd grade OGopens
gression to scientific, technical or further careers and is a common requirement for
mathematical study. Itis expected that most higher education courses.
most pupils will be entered for both GCSEs.
Note:
Most intermediate tier pupils will
need to attend weekly revision ses-
sions in order to achieve a C grade.

door s
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SCIENCE

Science is part of the compul sory
KS3 acts as a foundation for your GCSE courses, and you will build

upon and develop the concepts you were introduced to in Years 7,
8 and 9.

D COTr |

DOUBLE SCIENCE AWARD

Pupils studying WJEC Double Science Award will achieve a full GCSE by the
end of Year 10 with 3 examinations in June.

Pupils then go on to study a second GCSE, which is examined at the end of
Year 11 with 3 further examinations. GCSEs will only be awarded at the

end of year 11.

Double Science Award Exam CAREER INFO

Format Science is a particularly valuable
subject to pass at GCSE. lItisa

90% EXAM- 3 examinations in year | |Pasic requirement for many

10 worth 15% each, 3 careers, including medical, nursing,
examinations in year 11 worth veterinary science, mechanical
15% each engineering and electrical

engineering etc.

10% COURSEWORK Completed in | |As you automatically have a
lessons in year 11 double award at GCSE, this would

already make up %5 of the

requirement to start a course at

Coleg Cambria.

REVISION GUIDES - are available from the Science department at a cost
of £3.50. One covers work for Year 10, the other work for Year 11.

16



RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Short Course

All pupils will study Religious Studies as part of the compulsory
0corebd of subjects in Years 10 an
will gain half a GCSE qualification which, combined with another

short course, would lead to an extra GCSE. Some pupils will be

fast tracked to gain a whole GCSE qualification.

In this course you will:

17  GainKNOWLEDGE of Religion and life issues such as relationships,
fairness and identity and belonging.

1 Develop your UNDERSTANDING of relationships, life and death
issues and our place in the world.

1 Form and EXPLAIN your opinions about a variety of religious and
moral issues.

The course explores contemporary issues from two religious perspectives
and enables candidates to comment on them. The course involves
students in a variety of experiences, including personal research, project
work, discussion and listening to visiting speakers.

EXAM FORMAT CAREER INFO
100% EXAM at the end The short course in RS is a rigorous
of Year 11 academic subject accepted by employers.
Students develop a wide variety of skills
No coursework element including their ability to evaluate different

points of view.

17
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CYMRAEG (WELSH)
Cwrs Byr - Short Course

(2nd Language)

Al | pupils will study Welsh as part of t
subjects in Years 10 and 11. Successful candidates will gain half a GCSE

gualification which, combined with another short course qualification, would

lead to an extra GCSE. Pupils who are not able to opt for full course Welsh but

would still like to study it will have the opportunity to take extra one hour

classes, once a week at a mutually convenient time after school.

Areas of Experience
Holidays

Sports

Shopping / fashion
Welsh celebrities
The cinema / film
Pop music

The area

Welsh culture
Wales

Myself

Special events

=A =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4 A -4

You will learn to:

1 Converse in Welsh 1 Appreciate the cultural back-
1 Understand S4C, Welsh ground of your country
magazines, adverts, post- ¢  Write in Welsh
ers, etc

Exam Format

External Assessment 25% Internal Assessment 25%

Unit 1 - 4 questions: Unit 2 - Controlled Assessment
2 Written (10%) Task 1 - Individual Presentation (25%)
2 Reading (10%) Task 2 - Situation Conversation (25%)

The course may include the opportunity of going on a residential language course to
Glan Llyn. This consists of swimming, walking, ten pin bowling and of course language
work, and is based on interest and availability. Hard work, but fun too!

18



WELSH BACCALAUREATE
DIPLOMA

The Welsh Baccalaureate is compulsory at KS4. The central focus
of the qualification is to provide the opportunity for students to
develop essential and employability skills valued by post -16
educators and potential employers. These skills include:
1  Literacy
Numeracy
Digital Literacy
Critical Thinking & Problem Solving
Planning & Organisation
Creativity & Innovation
Personal Effectiveness

=A =4 =4 -4 -4 -

The Welsh Baccalaureate is based on a Skills Challenge Certificate
(equivalent to one GCSE) alongside Supporting Qualifications . The
requirements of both the Skills Challenge Certificate and Supporting
Quialifications must be met in order to achieve the overarching Welsh
Baccalaureate.

The Skills Challenge Certificate consists of four components which are
followed by all learners:

1. Individual Project

2. Enterprise and Employability Challenge

3. Global Citizenship Challenge

4. Community Challenge

The Supporting Qualifications include two mandatory GCSEs of English
Language/ Welsh Language together with Mathematics-Numeracy. A further
3 GCSEs are also required, of which two may be of equivalent qualifications.

The Welsh Baccalaureate is awarded at two levelsi National and Founda-
tion. To meet the National Welsh Baccalaureate requirements all five of the
Supporting Qualifications must be achieved at grades A*-C. Similarly, for
the Foundation Welsh Baccalaureate the Supporting Qualifications must be
achieved at grades A*-G.

If you require any additional information about the qualification please
contact Mrs S. Davies, Welsh Baccalaureate Ceordinator.

19




OPTION SUBJECTS



ART & DESIGN

An exciting, mainly practical course, with lots of new techniques

and materials to explore.

1 STUDY FROM OBSERVATION

Drawing and painting in a variety of techniques and media

1 GRAPHICS

Designing logos, posters, leaflets, packaging, web pages etc.

17 ILLUSTRATION

Descriptive drawing and painting, including book illustration

COMPUTER ART

1

1 SCULPTURE - 3D sculptures, reliefs etc.
THEMATIC WORK - using a theme as a starting point. Your work can
then be completed in fine art, graphics or sculpture
MIXED MEDIA - using a wide range of materials

1 PHOTOGRAPHY - digital photography, including editing/manipulation
JEWELLERY DESIGN AND FASHION

EXAM FORMAT

40% PRACTICAL EXAM

60% COURSEWORK, in the
form of a portfolio. This will

include written critical studies.

The course includes the
study of various artists,
designers and craftsmen.

CAREER INFO
Prospects available in.
Graphic Design Photography
Publishing Fine Art
Textile Design 3D Design
Advertising Film and T.V
Book lllustration Teaching

Product Design
Landscape Design
Window Display
Product Design
Fashion & jewellery

Architecture
Interior Design
Computer Graphics
Childcare

Theatre Design

21




BUSINESS STUDIES

This exciting and ever changing subject will offer you a unique insight
into the business world. The course offers you the chance to take part in
a variety of business simulations, meet local business owners and visit
real organisations to see what you are learning in action!

If you are thinking of owning your own business in the future then this
/s course for you!

The GCSE course is made up of 2 Units of Work:

1 examination that covers all aspects of the course and
accounts for 75% of the final grade. Topics covered are:

1 The Business Framework

1 Businesses and their Customers

1 Producing Goods and Services

1 Human Resource Planning

1 The External Environment

1 Business Finance and Control

1 piece of Controlled Assessment investigating the impact of a

local business on its stakeholders, which accounts for 25% of
the final grade.

22




CHILD
DEVELOPMENT

The course is divided into six compulsory areas of study:

1. The family and child
2. Food and health
3. Pregnancy, birth and care of the baby
4. Physical development of the child
5. Intellectual development of the child
6. Social and emotional development of the child
EXAM FORMAT CAREER INFO
30% CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT
(15 hours) Possible careers leading on
in February of Year 10 from Child Development
CHILD STUDY include:
Students need a child of between 2
and 5 years to study. This task will Teaching
be completed in Year 10. _
Nursing
30% CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT Nursery Nurse
(15 hours) .
CHILD FOCUSED TASK Speech Therapist
Assignment based on feeding Child Psychologist
young children, commencing in _ o
Year 11. Child Psychiatrist
Social Worker
40% WRITTEN PAPER oo
One 1% hour paper. Dietician etc.

23



CoPE

CERTIFICATE OF PERSONAL
EFFECTIVNESS

The ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) is a GCSE equivalg
gualification. The course is based on a series of

challenges which include community work, the environment, health and fit-
ness, leisure activities, art and creative activities,

local issues and preparing for work.

You will need to take responsibility for planning, organising and taking part
in the activities and challenges.

Through these challenges you will be able to develop your skills to

1 Work with others

1 Solve problems

1 Improve the way you learn

1 Improve your communication skills (research, discussion and presen-
tation)

EXAM FORMAT CAREER INFO

The skills that pupils learn
and develop throughout this
100% coursework
course are essential for all

areas of employment or

college courses.

24
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DESIGN AND

TECHNOLOGY
(RESISTANT MATERIALS)

Pupils will study 9 key areas within Design and Technology:

=

Product analysis;

N

methods etc);

The design process;
Manufacturing processes;
Materials and components;
Tools, equipment and making;

. Practicals

General issues (sustainability, recycling, global issues production

Designers (Ross Lovegrove and Phillipe Starck);

ICT, CAD CAM, Systems and processes;

Besides the knowledge you gain through the subject, studying design and
technology helps to develop skills like logical thinking, problem-solving,
team working, research, computing and planningi which are useful in many
different career areas such as industry careers, engineering, architecture

and product design.

EXAM FORMAT

40% EXAM
One paper 2hrs

60% 30 HOUR CONTROLLED
ASSESSMENT TASK (CAT)

A O06Design and mak
completed within lesson time. 10
hours of class work will be design
skills and 20 hours will be planning,
making and evaluating.

CAREER INFO

There are many careers related to
design and technology. They fall
into two general groups:

1. Careers related to design and
product development

2. Practical careers in design and
manufacture.

25




DRAMA

This course is designed to enable students to develop an
appreciation of drama in performance, both as participant and
spectator.

As part of the course pupils will:

1 Study and produce written assignments on set texts
1 Develop an appreciation of theatre skills
1 Develop their own performance skills
1 Keep written records of their own progress
1 Evaluate their own work and that of others
ASSESSMENT
/' f youdre keer
Controlled Assessment- 60% going to the theatre and
(Devise practical performance) enjoy reading and writing, this
course could be for you!
Written examination - 40% It can help you develop self
(Written paper - 1% hours) confidence and group working
Skills too.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Pupils must be willing to perform in front of other people.

26



FOOD TECHNOLOGY

This subject not only teaches students the practical skills of a chef, it will also
enable them to embark on careers in modern food technology.

This is a practical course that suits creative chefs who are willing to research
recipes and add their own twists to them.

The GCSE course covers modern food manufacturing, the science of food
production, healthy eating, health and safety, materials and processes,
product design and testing, and environmental issues.

Students also have the opportunity to gali

in Food Safety and Hygiene Level I 16, as
safety.

Pupils will participate in practical cookery lessons once a fortnight and will be asked to
provide their own ingredients throughout KS4.

Pupils will develop practical cookery skills in 8 key areas:

Soups and sauces- Students will learn how to combine flavours and bring the best out of
different ingredients. Recipes can be chosen according to tastes; Italian, Indian, Thai,
British or Mexican.

Pasta - Students learn how to make fresh pasta, then combine this knowledge with their
sauce-making skills to start producing complete meals of their own design.

Breads - Students make a variety of savoury and sweet breads; from iced buns to naan
breads.

Pastry - Students master the arts of the pastry chef by working with different types of
pastry to make a variety of dishes; chocolate éclairs, lemon tarts, apple pies and savoury
pastries.

Cakes- Students learn to bake different cakes and puddings then use their design skills
to design, bake and decorate their very own show stopper.

Biscuits - Students make, decorate, layer and chocolate coat cookies, with their own
designs.

Cold desserts- As the weather heats up, students learn how to make different cold
desserts such as cheesecake, millionaires shortbread, lemon meringue and chocolate
brownie ice cream.

Salads and dressings- Students produce and dress side dishes, making the most of the

summer 6s freshest ingredients.
ASSESSMENT FORMAT CAREER INFO
40% EXAM (2 hours)in Year 11 ~Chef ~Hotel & catering industries
~Dietician ~Environmental Health
0,
60% | CtZo(;]t.roil{ed aﬁezsorrll’]ent task, ~Taste testing ~Food Manufacturing
completed in Year 11 ( ours). ~Armed Forces ~Teaching
~Food product development ~Childcare

27
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FRENCH

This course aims to enable you to understand and use the French
language effectively through:

LISTENING
SPEAKING
READING
WRITING

= —a -—a -9

Pupils will sit four papers, one in each skill, which can be taken at either
FOUNDATION or HIGHER level.

HIGHER TIER: for grades A* - D
FOUNDATION TIER: forgradesC- G

EXAM FORMAT )
In further education, French can

be combined with Science sub-
jects and Business Studies at
college and University level, as
well as subjects such as History,
Psychology and Law.

25% SPEAKING EXAM

25% WRITTEN EXAM

25% LISTENING EXAM

CAREER INFO

25% READING EXAM Very important for many busi-
nesses and industries; locally,
nationally and internationally.
A high percentage of language
graduates are in employment.
Language graduates earn on
average 30% more than other
graduates.
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GEOGRAPHY

Are you interested in studying Geography further?
You should be, because Geography tackles the big issues:

environmental responsibility

our global interdependence

cultural understanding and tolerance
shopping, fair trade and industry

= =4 - =1

The world in which we live is likely to change more in the next 50 years than
it has ever done before. Geography explains why this is and helps to
prepare you for those changes. Here at Ysgol Bryn Alyn we firmly believe in
using fieldwork to support the learning and teaching of different topics in
Geography. Fieldwork plays a vital role in providing you with the necessary
knowledge of the outside world.

In Geography we study the following topics.

UNIT 1

Landscapes and Physical Processes / Rural Urban Links / Tectonic Land-
scapes and Hazards / Coastal Hazards and their Management

UNIT 2 Weather, Climate and Ecosystems / Development and Resource Is-
sues / Social Development Issues / Environmental Challenges

HOW IS WHY CHOOSE
GCSE GEOGRAPHY GCSE GEOGRAPHY?
ASSESSED? Geography is a general all round
subject that encompasses many skills
20% Fieldwork Exam employers and further education
gualifications look for. You will
40% EXAM UNIT 1 improve your literacy, numeracy and
ICT if you choose Geography. Both of
40% EXAM UNIT 2 the exams require DATA response

questions and extended writing.
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HISTORY

The History GCSE focuses upon four new and exciting areas of learning:

Unit1 i The American West 1840

I 1895

Pupils will learn about the lifestyles of the Plains Indians, the westward expansion
and the eventual battle for control of the Great Plains of America.

Unit 2 i Sport, Leisure and Tourism in Wales and England from 1900 to

present aay

Pupils consider the growth and development of sport, the changing nature of
popular entertainment and the impact of changing holiday patterns during the

20" Century.

Unit 3 i Changes in Health and Medicine, 1345 to present day

Pupil s wil/| study

t he

changes in peo

and the methods used to combat illness and disease throughout time.

Unit4 i Jack the Ripper (Controlled Assessment)
Pupils will use a variety of evidence to carry out an investigation into Jack the Rip-
per and produce a controlled assessment on the infamous serial killer.

Units 17 3 will be assessed through three separate 75 minute examination papers

whereas Unit 4 will involve an investigation and an essay focused on Jackthe
Ripper. Each unit is worth 25% of the overall qualification.

Skills

Throughout the course you will have the

opportunity to develop the following

Skills:

1 Critical reasoning and analytical skills,
including the capacity for solving prob-
lems and thinking creatively

1 The ability to conduct detailed
research

1 Ability to construct an argument and
communicate findings in a clear and
persuasive manner, both orally and in
writing

1 Ability to discuss ideas in groups, and
to negotiate, question and summarise

1 Capacity to think objectively and ap-
proach problems and new situations
with an open mind

CAREER INFO
History is a highly regarded
gualification which is held in
great esteem by both em-
ployers and educational insti-
tutes. Previous GCSE History
pupils have gone to work in
the following areas:

Journalism
Public Services
Administration
Nursing
Community work
Education

Retail

Research
Armed Forces
Law
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HORTICULTURE

On this course pupils will:

Gain knowledge in a vocational subject which will help with
employability and/or further learning.

Receive support for numeracy and literacy.

Learners will develop an awareness of environmental issues.

Career progressions routes would be:
Topics covered are- 1 Landscaping
1 Market gardening
1 Forestry
1 Floristry

1 Health and Safety
1 Preparing ground for

planting and sowing 1 Conservation work
1 Garden Maintenance 1 Garden centres/nurseries
1 Propagation of plants 1 Agriculture

1 Growing for food 1 Horticulture (parks and gardens)
1 Growing plants for sale 1 Rangers

1 Environmental industries
1 College/Apprenticeships

This is a level one award qualification. Learners must be prepared to work
outside and get their hands dirty. Work clothes and practical foot wear are
required.
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MEDIA STUDIES

This course is designed to enable students to develop their
understanding and appreciation of the fascinating world of the
media and its I mportant role in t

0]

Radio, television, magazines, newspapers, films, advertising,
music. Every day we see and talk about all of these different forms of me-
dia, but how do they actually work and what do they really mean?

During this two year course, you will begin to understand how
society and people work.

As part of the course pupils will

ASSESSMENT
1 Explore a range of media
60% texts such as television
CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT programmes, magazines

and film
1 Two textual investigations
1 Learn how meaning is

1 Media production conveyed through different
forms of media

40% EXAM 1 Find out first hand what skills
1 2Y hour written paper are required to create pro-
ductions that inform and en-
tertain audiences.
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MUSIC

You will learn to:

9  PERFORM various styles of music  using instrumental or vocal skills.
You will perform a minimum of 1 group piece and either a solo or a
second ensemble piece.
You must also provide a programme note in preparation for your exam.

17  COMPOSE two contrasting pieces of music
and write them down on paper and/or put them on CD.

q LISTEN to different types of music from film and popular culture to
the development of music from 1600 to the 21st century. Also
includes analysing and evaluating music as set by the examination board.

SKILLS NEEDED

Music is an academic subject, which requires you to be committed and show inde-
pendent learning skills and creativity.

You don't have to be able to read music fluently before you start the course but
you must be prepared to learn an instrument and read music properly through
dedication and practice. Basic keyboard skills will help you with composing music
of your own. During the course, you will be assessed on your solo and ensemble
skills, and you will be encouraged to explore many different musical styles.
Commitment and resilience are two of the main skills you will need for this
course.

Developing these skills will greatly benefit you in whichever career path you
choose.

EXAM FORMAT CAREER INFO

35% COURSEWORK i COMPOSING ||Key Skills such as ‘Individual

The coursework will be a folder | earning', &Wor
and CD of your music and 6Communicat
valued by employers .
35% PERFORMING Musicians use these skills all the
time. The music business is the
30% APPRAISING (written exam) fastest growing business in the
UK.
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PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

UNIT 1 -40% - Theory

SECTION A 20%
1. Video based question paper on physical fithess
2. A series of compulsory questions on sport in contemporary society

SECTION B 20%

A series of compul sory questions t

1. Assessment and evaluation of physical fithess

2Effects of training, exercise, N
systems

3. Skills and psychological factors influencing performance

UNIT 2 - 60% - Practical

- There may be an
Four activities (all compulsory) opportunity for other
T GYM NASTICS/BADM INTON ac[/'V/'[/'esl fO//OW/hg ais-
1 SWIMMING (Minimum of Level 7) cussions with the Head
1 LIFE SAVING of Department

1 NETBALL/FOOTBALL
All four elements MUST be undertaken to ensure examination entry

EXAM FORMAT CAREER INFO
60% PRACTICAL EXAM Recreational Management courses
Teaching
40% THEORY EXAM Health and Fitness Adviser

Some pupils may be guided towards Armed Forces

the short course at the end of Year 10 | |Physiotherapy
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES

FULL GCSE COURSE

In this course you will

f
f
f

The course involves students in a variety of experiences including field
visits, personal research, project work, discussion, listening to visiting
speakers, creative design.

It is divided into two separate but linked areas of study:

Gain KNOWLEDGE of ideas, beliefs and practises
Develop your UNDERSTANDING of why people practice their beliefs
Form and EXPLAIN your opinions about religious beliefs

TWO WORLD RELIGIONS - Christianity and Judaism - their
beliefs, places of worship, festivals and holy places

PERSONAL, MORAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES
within the two world faiths -lifestyle and practices of believers

EXAM FORMAT CAREER INFO
GCSE
RS GCSE is accepted by employers as
100% EXAM a rigorous academic subject where

students develop many skills, including

2 written exam papers - one evaluative, communication and

taken at the end of Year 10, the problem solving. These skills are

other at the end of Year 11 useful in every area of employment,
especially management and working
with people.

As late as the 18th December, the Welsh Government are considering pro-
visional specifications for September 2016.

We expect to have a final draft sometime in the Spring Term. This may
affect the way we deliver Religious Education at Ysgol Bryn Alyn.
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CYMRAEG (WELSH)
(2nd Language)

FULL GCSE COURSE

Areas of Experience

1 Holidays 1 Leisure time

1 Sports 1 Alcohol, drugs and smoking
1 Shopping / Fashion 1 The environment

1 Welsh celebrities 1 Keeping fit and healthy
1 The cinema / film 1 Family and friends

1 Pop music 1 The home

1 The area T The weekend

1 Welsh culture T The media

1 Wales 1 Technology

T Myself T Celebrations

1 Special Events 1 School experiences

You will learn to:
1 Converse in Welsh 1 Understand S4C, Welsh newspapers, adverts, posters etc
1 Write in Welsh 1 Appreciate the cultural background of your country

EXAM FORMAT

There are two tiers of entry for GCSE Welsh:

Higher tier for grades A*-D

Foundation tier for grades C-G (it is possible to get a B grade because the
controlled assessment is open to all grade levels A*-C)

External Assessment 75%
Unit 1 - 4 questions 2 written  (10%)
2 reading (15%)
Unit 3 - Controlled assessment 25% (oracy 20% / reading 5%)
Unit 4 - 4 questions 2 reading (10%)
2 written  (15%)

Internal Assessment 25%

Speaking 20%

Task 1 - Individual presentation (10%)

Task 2 - Situation conversation (10%) - Pair group/work
Writing (5%) Written work based on the situation conversation

The course may include the opportunity of Career Info

going on a residential language course to Bilingualism is certainly advantageous in
Glan Llyn. This consists of swimming, the world of work.
walking, ten pin bowling and of course Education, Civil Service....no name a few,
language work, and is based on interest state that a knowledge of Welsh is

and availability. Hard work, but fun too! desirable and sometimes essential.
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WJEC INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

The new core GCSE ICT Course will involve the following units of study:

Unit 17 Understanding ICT (20% Examination)

Unit 27 Solving Problems with ICT (30% Controlled Assessment)

Unit 37 ICT in Organisations (20% Examination)

Unit41 Developing Multi-media Solutions (30% Controlled
Assessment)

Unit 1 will be examined in June series of Year 10. Work for the controlled
assessment for Unit 2 will be completed throughout Year 10 under
examination conditions in the class. At the end of Year 10, both units will
then give your child the equivalent of a Short Course qualification which is
half a GCSE.

During Year 11, we will cover the remaining units. The controlled assess-
ment work for Unit 4 will also be completed throughout the Year under
examination conditions in the classroom. Unit 3 will be examined in June
series of Year 11 allowing your child to gain the full course qualification.

*Catch up sessions are available for all pupils every lunchtime Rooms 11
and 12 with Mrs K Phillips and Mrs S Davies.

,‘9‘3‘

AMAZING ™S

TS
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XL PROGRAMME

wi t h

t he

Princeds Trus

Personal Developbment & Teamwork Certificate

The certificate is a two year course equivalent to TWO Level 1 GCSE qualifi-
cations. There is no exam as the certificate is based on units of work ac-

quired through unit accreditation.

The units in the course include personal/interpersonal team skills, enterprise
and entrepreneurship, career planning, work experience, community project,

healthy lifestyle and how to manage money.

Pupils will be encouraged to think about themselves, and to work with others.
They will be developing new skills as they prepare for their working life and

future career.

QUALIFICATION

1 The Certificate is a two year course
equivalent to 2 Level 1 GCSE
qualifications.

9 Pupil s work
Trust Cymru certificate, based on
group involvement/participation.

1 The XL Programme focuses on the

new Personal Development and Em-

ployability Award in helping
learners develop the skills they will
need for future employment.

t owar

d

n

CAREER INFO

The qualification is a recog-
nised award for pupils to
choose as an alternative to a
GCSE subject.

Employers recognise the skills
achieved in this course which
are valued in the workplace.

Successful completion of the
course proves to an employer
that a pupil has had the deter-
mination to complete the re-
quired number of units, and
has undergone a programme
of preparation to meet this
criteria.
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Year 9 Option Procedure (20162017)
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