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What we learn about Justo is that he is a very strong character and he could
throw an ox across a river. According to the text, he is not that good looking, ot
he owns his farm. He is portrayed as a proud man who likes to show off in
front of a crowd. He was very confident in that respect. He is calm under

) u & . . .

2 pressure and he is a showman. He won most events showing his strength is
legendary.
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A1

L — evidence’
Justo is a very strong man who inherited his family farm. He is a very
reputable man because he attends feasts where the winner wins a lamb.
Justo is poor oor as he would rather lose a toe than damage his boots —‘this is my
only pair of boots and | can’t afford to damage them’. *~
Justo doesn’t drink a lot as he was ‘less impressive the wine-drinking contest’.
This implicit message shows that Justo was wise to not drink, so he would
excel in other events.
Justo enjoys showing o ./ft/lt@false drama for the benefit of the audience’.
This tells us that Just/o liked to play to the crowd and have their attention.
Justo is also a h}mble man. When people were talking about him, he told them
an underexaggerated version of the story. This shows he is humble and
honest. could explan

Justo has nine toes. He was very good at every event except drinking.
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A1

We learn that Justo has a very good reputation in the village of Lumo. This
suggests he is popular and well-known because of the way he acts.

He is also described as strong because he competes in strength events. ‘Most
often she’d heard he was the one to watch during the strength events on feast
days’_ evigence

However, we gather as readers that Justo doesn’t think he is as strong as he
actually is. ‘One friend claimed that he had carried an ox into town across his
shoulder and celebrated the feat by throwing the beast across the river. “Yes”
said Justo when asked about the story, “but it was only a small ox and 1onj qw’f&'{Ton
downhill most of the way into town. And the wind was with me when | threw

it”.’ This suggests that Justo could be a modest person and this is shown in
these lines. P Iiferal byl ok

He also seems quite confi lent in himself too. ‘After all these competitions |

still have nine toes, he said proudly wiggling the four remaining toes on one of
his bare feet’. This implies he is proud and faithful and so believes he can win. s
He is also described as ‘unmatched’ in the farmer’s walk which none of the

other contestants were anywhere near as good as Justo. Also little children
Iookuptohhnasa?bbrnoda.

Sowme app(oyﬁtﬂt se(ec_{TBﬂ

Va||g mf’dences <no'f' a(ways Me” SvFFof_f—eé )

lmiTed 1 farﬁe[éepjre\

slxj\r\Hn‘ uneven ol

poSSlbl7 6?2



A1

We learn through Maria that Justo was ‘a ggfender of causes and a wit’ but Spo'ts
that he was perhaps ‘too eager’ to create his own mythology. We also learn
that he was very stro‘ﬁﬁnd ‘the one to watch’ during feast days. A friend of
Maria even claimed that he had the strength to carry ‘an ox into town across
his shoulder.’ We learn that Justo was a humble ‘man by making excuses that
it was only a ‘small ox’ and he carried it downhill most of the way. infetences
We learn that Justo was a joker While competing in the wood-chopping
contest ‘he joked W|th the crowd’. We learn that Justo was also rather careless
and, quite frankly, qulte stupid as he puts hlmself in danger while chopping
the wood barefoot. Justo was also a skilled performer as he ‘tore into the pine’
with ease before any other competitor. In addition, we learn that Justo is rather
full of himself. He shows off to the little ones watching him so that they ‘would
praise him to future generations.”*” evidence
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A1

In these lines we learn that Justo is a well-knggn man with a ‘reputation’ that
has spread beyond his village. He is known as ‘a defender of causes’ and we '“F‘Wﬂ et ?
learn he is ‘a wit’. He may also be slightly big- -headed as some say he is ‘too
eager to create his own mythology’. We learn that he is-strong as Maria has
been tpld he is the one to watch in the strength events. He also appears to be
moyest as when asked about throwing the ox he makes excuses for his
achievement, saying the ox was small, it was downhill and the wind helped the
throw. We learn he isa Iarge man, in fact ‘the largest’ man in the competition.
He is a crowd pleaser as he jokes with the audience. He takeLs/hls’goots off to
do a dangerous axe-w'_le/ldmg event which suggests he is daring, although
Maria sees it as ‘foolhardy’. We learn that he isn’t much of a drinker as he was
‘less impressive’ in the wine-drinking contest but he is superior in the event
that‘)‘t?Ls endurance and strength as he was t‘J/nmatched We learn he is a
show<off as he pretends that he is struggling with the weights but then lifts
them easily.
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A1

In these lines | learn that Justo is a kind mén as he is ‘a defender of causes’,
which suggests he has principles and go‘6d morals. | also learn that he has
great stré’ﬁrhés he apparently ‘carried an ox into tovapﬁ’ﬂ and proceeded to
‘throw the beast across the river’. However, he doe?n’t brag an/d’_ instead
admits that ‘it was only a small ox’ which suggests his modest nature. | get the
impression that Justo is a likeable man as he ‘jmith the crowd’ which
conveys his easy-going nature. In these lines we learn that Justo only has nine
toes as he lost one in one of the competitions, though he is extremely proud
that he still has nine toes ‘after all these years of competitions.”

| learn that Justo is a humble but po'ﬁ:young man as he only has one pair of
boots and he ‘can’t afford to damage them.” We learn that Justo is not as fond
of wine as some of the others as he was ‘less impressive’ in the ‘wine-drinking
event.’ However, he is ‘unmatched’ in the fatﬂer’s walk contest which
suggests his impressive strength and endurance. B

In these lines | get the impression that Justo is a performer and a crowd
pleaser who likesto be the centre of attention as he used ‘false drama for the
benefit of the audience’, pretending to strain with the weights. He also enjoys
teasing as he pretends to the boy that the weights make his arms ‘grow in
length’.
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A2

Maria herself finds the need to go to the finish line the way the writer does this nol~
she uses coincidence to meet the two characters. She happens to find vedy clear .
something amusing and Justo just glances at her on the way past. She thinks
he is arr‘éffant. When she presents him with a prize and kiss him on the cheek
you get a sense of that she’s attracted to him now. Then it states she skirts
around to get another chance to see him. She asks for a dance but they end up stoc
talking. She does want to sgé him but her sisters are against it. They discuss 7
Justo for a while longer.
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A2

During these lines Maria thinks Justo is ‘the most arlfggant’ due to him walking secluer\ce?
away from her. However, Maria feels the need to visit friends near the finishing
line just so she could get closer to him.“ .

Maria also feels the need to ‘skirt the gathering’ so that he would have to pass
her again. | believe Maria feels attracted to him and wants to pursue these
emotions. -

Towards the end gf/this section, Maria thinks and feels that Justo is ‘not the
most handsome man’, even though he was ‘frighteningly powerful’. =

When arguing with her sisters, Maria feels the need to argue her case when
they are putting down Justo. She thinks he has ;szaracter’ and then doesn’t
feel the need to fight back in her sisters’ never-ending conversation so on the
journey home, she remained in ‘silence’.
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A2

The writer shows us that Maria is attréfted to Justo by including a rhetorical no—f—qm =
guestion ‘who could have imaginEI...’ Maria feels thatshe wants Justo’s 30“ W
attention as she goes to the finishing line to see him,‘/under the guise of

wanting to visit her friends. She laughs her ‘most feminine laugh’ which she

thinks will attract Justo. Maria thinks Justo is very ar&'é/g';\nt when he looks at

her and moves on. The vyriter shows Maria’s persisten\?é when she hands him

the lamb and continueﬁ/to follow him through the crowd. Maria thinks that

Justo is ‘not the most’handsome man’. She also thinks he is strong. Maria Weak
feels she must defend Justo against her sister’s criticisms. She feels dejected

when her sisters continue to criticise Justo.

no evidence
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A2

Maria is instantly attralggd to Justo causing her to find an excuse to go ‘near
the finishing line’ to meet him. She wants to impress him and does so by

trying to capture his attentlon ‘unleashed her most feminine Iaugh’

The author uses rhetorical questions to demonstrate how Maria is unsure of
how Justo views her, ‘to turn in her direction?’ She is |mpressed by Justo and,
despite thinking him to be arrogant’ gﬁe actsina fhrtatlous fMmanner to try and
make the attraction mutual. w\n,

Maria is eager to learn more about Justo to develop her attraction and the
author uses short sentences to show how everything appears to be happening
very quickly, ‘they sat and talked’. To Maria, Justo is a figure of strength,
causing her to be almost in awe of him, ‘frighteningly powerful’. ™

As they talk Maria sees a different side to Justo rather than his arrogance as

he was ‘without confidence when they were alone’.‘/ 3"\7% //
The author demonstrates that Maria has fallen for him by having her stand upV yes
for him when her family question his appearance. She insists he has

‘character’ and she stays silent as her sisters discuss his ‘many inadequacies’
on their way home.
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A2
L—/’/‘,‘
| believe that Maria likes Justo which the writer shows through the use of a
rhetorical question “..her most feminine laugh which caused Justo to turn in v
her direction?’ This suggests that Maria is trying to get his attention by
‘unleashing’ her most feminine laugh in an attempt to distract him. The use of
the superlative ‘most desirable laugh’ conveys her attempt to make herself .—
look desirable to him. ~ Tiying o gelaf “how™ _
However, Maria then believes he’s ‘the most arrogant'man in Guernica’ after he
ignores her and just ‘glanced at her and walked on’. The use of ‘glanced’
suggests that he has no interest in Maria and justifies her annoyance. v’
I belieyc): that Maria is attracted to Justo as she ‘quickly arranged to present the
prize’! The use of ‘quickly’ conveys her fear that other girls may be advancing @vidence ?
on Justo. It also suggests her eagerness to reward him with the lamb and the
‘ceremonial kiss.” - ;
Maria seems extremely eager to dance with Justo, despite his dirty overalls,
which implies the deep fondness she has for him. However, her fear of
? rejection is obvious as she states ‘if you’re not too worn out from all the mtsreqé

* chopping and lifting’. w her excited thoughts as she ‘skirted’
the gathering so that he would have to pass her again. “~
Maria is extremely protective over Justo as she defends him from her sisters.
‘He has c‘ba/racter’, she argued. In addition, she returned home in silence as
her sisters debated Justo’s ‘many inadequacies’ which suggests how upset
she was with her family.
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A2

-
Dave Boling shows that Maria feels attracted to Justo in these lines. He implies
that Maria thinks that he is an attractilgﬁzrson and would like to get to know
him. Boling uses a slightly humorous tone to show Maria’s thoughts and
feelings when he states that ‘it so happe‘ﬁ&iTthat at the end of Justo’s walk,
Maria ‘discovered the need’ to visit her friends at the finish line. The writer
continues this with sarcasm as he says ‘who could have imagined’ that just as
Justo walked past Maria ‘unleashed her most feminine laugh’. This indicates
that Maria feels the need to grab Justo’s attention and wants to start a
conversation. It seems that Maria feels drawn to Justo and she wants to attract
him with her looks as she smiles her ‘broadest smile.”""
However, Boling shows a change in her feelings towards Justo as he tells us
that she thought he must be the ‘most arrogant man in Guernica’. It is
apparent that Maria thinks.Ju§to is not friendlym big-headed. This also
suggests she feels offendedand disappointed. However, Boling shows us that
Maria is not ready to giveVUp on Justé yet and sj:ill wants to get to know him.
This is shown when she ‘moves in’ for the ‘kf}é on the cheek’ which implies
she feels romantically atp“acted to him. Furthermore, she tries to get his
attention by standing where he must pass her’again. Maria is desperate to
attract his attention and becomes more forward when she asks him to dance.
Maria agrees with her sisters that he is ‘not the most handsome man’ which
suggests she feels he has an attractive personality'or she cannot explain why
she was attractgd to him. She thinks he is ‘“frighteningly powerful’ but she feels
there is more to Justo’s boas;ihg as he was ‘without confidence’ when they
were talking alone. Boling t?én implies that Maria is not influenced by her
sisters as she argues that he has ‘chara}ﬁ'ter’.
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A3

Other people arrive at Maria’s residence which makes me think she is fairly
popular among the men of the town. Justo arrives wearing his work clothes ,/

and greets Maria’'s family kindly which makes me feel he is a very kind man. |

feel that Justo is being very generous when he offers to help the family. | think
Maria's sisters are being hypocritical when they think he is appealing because

they only really like him now he’s done their repairs. pechaps

| think that Justo's method of proposal was fairly extravagant as he was
disqualified from the race just to pt}c‘pose to Maria. | don't think the

engagement was shocking, as it was fairly obvious to see it cgtﬁing. | think

that Justo would be a good husband to Maria and will keep the family happy. N\y ?
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A3

In these lines Justo meets Maria’s parents and sisters. He offers to help with
the house which Maria’s mother appreciates. Then it skips to a month later v
when Justo proposes to Maria at a fair similar to when he met her. svmwmaly
Justo obviously likes to please people. Whén he asks Maria's mother if he can
help she is clearly shocked but very happ'/y that he is helpful. This shows us
that Justo and Maria’s family would get along well. This is also shown when
they have a meal. Everyone is relaxed and it seems that Justo was already part
of the family.' | find this surpr.if'ing but it obviously shows that Justo and Maria
suit each other very well.

When Justo and Maria visit a fajr a month later, Justo is in the middle of the
farmers walk when he retrieveﬁ a gold ring from his pocket and proposes to
Maria. This is significant as Maria and Justo met at a fair yery similar to this
one. no feachion ?

Although he is disqualified for going off thé path, he completes the walk and
goes further than the winner just to show he could. This shows us that he is
determined to prove he can do things.
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A3
i
In these lines Maria and her family arrive home to find Justo ‘empty handed but v
in ‘his work clothes.’ After greéeting Maria's family he offers to complete any jobs
that need to be done which would have been appreciated due to the father’s
injuries. Maria’'s mother is shocked by this and replies ‘to help? He then lists his
7 talent and accepts ‘the list of jobs to do from the mother with a simple nod.
During the afternoon Justo starts to fit in with the family. We are then told that
the sisters’ view of Justo changes for the better once he has completed the
tasks. v (esponse ”
The extract then fast forwards to a month later when another fair is taking
place. When Justo is taking part in the weights con;(petition, he retrieves a gold
ring from his trousers. He asks Maria to marry hi;yfand she accepts with joy.
However, Justo gets disqualified for going off the path and the extract closes
with Justo apologising for ‘not adding another lamb to their flock.
In this sectiop/, my opinion of Justo changes. | believe him to be a kind
gentleman \yhen offering his help to the family. | also believe he is a genuine
< person as he was in no rush to complete the jobs and instead carried on after
* an afternoon’s work.
When Justo proposed to Mafia | immediately thought it was too soon as they
had only been together a ni/onth but | realised that it must have been love at
first sight so | was happy with that thought./
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A3

Justo arrived at Maria's home ‘empty- héﬁed’ while others presented gifts. To
make amends he asked ‘What can | do to help? Judging by this act of «
klndness | feel that Justo is a humble man but could be trying to impress the
Onati family.

Justo helps out by doing the manual, heavy work with Maria. It was as if he
was already ‘part of the family W|th thls kind gesture, and even won over Maria's
sisters as they now ‘didn’t have to repalr the roof. It seems here that the Onati
family are very welcoming and that Justo is’ ‘a very likeable character who wins
over many with his positive attitude. /

A month later at the next fair Justo a,e/ked Maria to marry him and without
hesitation she agreed. Justo is dlsquallfled from the competition but does not
care; the thing of most importance to him now is Maria, not the competition as
he rejoined ‘his future bride. This is more evidence to me that Justo is a
humble, loving and kind man whose love for Mar‘i/a is greater than the
competition which he used to find so important.
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A3

Justo visits Maria’s family in a manner which is not thL; stereotypical way in
which a man tries to impress a future bride, ‘wearing his work clothes. Instead
of trying to focus primarily SFMaria, Justo wants to make a good impression
on her family, What can | do to help? This made me change my opinion of him
and believe him to be a gene'i*fhs and rather thoughtful person. | feel that he
was welcomed by the family because they saw these qualities in him, ‘already
part of the family. +—

At the next fair, Maria was at the front row which shows how they have grown
close and shows how keen she is to see him win the competition. However,
Justo deéides to propose to Maria which leaves me feeling happy for the
couple.'/lt also surprised me because it is an unusual time to propose to your 7
wife. (v o —

The proposal is done in a flamboyant manner, which is true to his character,
holdingthe weights in one hand and a gold ring in the other, leaving Maria
‘stunned. This shows me that he is still himself and hasn’t changed his
confident personality when trying to win Maria’'s heart.

Even after Maria agrees, Justo went back to the competition which creates a
sense of admira}i/én in my eyes as even after this he is still determined to win
the competition. This also makes me feel proud as he doesn't want to let
people down. ©K v
Justo is disqualified but still car?'és on just to prove he could have done it,
which again shows his power.

He is humorous when he a_pologised for not winning the lamb and this makes Poss.[, l7
me even more pleased for them as he is clearly happy to be making jokes. He
has real devotion to their future together. »—
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A3

At the beginning of these lines the writer shows Justo contrasts to how Maria ~
is usually treated by men. Justo ‘wears his work clothes’, showing his lack of v
care for his appearance. Perhaps this shows he only has one set of clothes. He
gives Maria’s mother a ‘vigorous handshake’ which shows he is not used to g
meeting girls’ parents but he is polite, asking if he can help. +

As the passage progresses, Justo shows that he js’ prepared to do the ‘hardest
chores’ He tells Maria to put her work clothes on! The atmosphere is relaxed

as they eat and the sisters are relieved of fixing the roof because o;/Justo. Itis
mentioned again that Justo is ‘not handsome’ but now the sistersvb(ave changed
their mind and are of the opinion that looks are not everything.

A month later at the fair Justo suddenly proposes to Maria, showing her a gold
ring. Their romance is revealed when she accepts and they kiss. Justo is not -
concerned that he is disqualified but he apologises for not adding another
lamb to their flock. =« /

To begin with, | find it humorous th&tJusto appears in his work clothes and
this is reinforced when he ‘instantly wins over Maria’s mother by offering to
help. | felt that Justo was polite and t oughtful/to offer to help and it was better
than presents. It was also humorous to see the sisters change their minds
about ‘ugly Justo and it was good to see that he was accepted into the family.

| was surprise when he proposed as it was only after a month but itwas a
relief when Maria accepted him and they kissed. | wa's/fpset that he was
disqualified and did not win the lamb but when Justo did not seem to mind, |
think it finished the passage on a hyﬁpy note. Maria obviously meant more to
him than winning the competition.
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| usually wake around 9.30 am to the smell of burnt bacon but for some reason
there was no smell. Well apart from the mouldy tile on the ceiling which looked
as though it had a living creature inside of it. Something felt different, today
felt different. nkeiguing N

As | sat up on the hospital bed | hung my legs off the side to search for my
slippers that old Maggie had made m@cept all | could feel was an unheated
tile on my soft, delicate toes. My slippers had gone. But where? At that
moment | realised that | could hear something, something unusual. Silence.

| had the hospital room which allowed me to see into the reception corridoor.
Usually at this of day the corridoor was full of family members questioning

, why their cousin, daughter or son was in this place. Nobody wanted to be in

this place. Not even the sane. So many times | wished | could escape or just
run, and run, and keep on running, but somehow it never worked. v
I moved along to the lounge. This was my faviroite place because it was so
peaceful. No one would dare venture out of their rooms to even come in here,
Well, apart from me of course.

Something was different about the lounge. Something had changed. The walls
were a discoloured yellow now like an old photograph that had been left out in
the sun for too long. This room normally gave me a sense of security and
safety, But today all this room gave me was a sense of danger and emptyness
l thought maybe if | went to the phsycologists room, he could give me some
answers. His mustard coloured door with the sign saying ‘Knock if sane’ was
no longer. All that stood before me was an old rusty doorway with an empty
room. | felt unsafe. Number 2 of the rules to recovery stated you had to feel
safe. | needed to go somewhere safe. Was it the fact | was no longer in £
control? Or the fact that | had no idea what was happening.

As | looked around to help me gain my familiar state of mind, | saw a shadow.
Fve seen many shadows, but this one was different, 1 this one was leading me
somewhere. Maybe it was an answer to my wish. Should | stay and hope that
everyone comes back? Or do | leave and take my chance at freedome. Would
this one decision of mine risk everyone elses lives? Yes. -

After all the shadows always told me ‘sometimes you have to be careful what
you wish for.
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A New Beginning

The car door flew open as mlnlscule droplets of rain thudded against the cold 7
concrete pavement in the|r thousands before being E?lfg away by the wero ?
gutters, into the black abyss s of drainage networks below the surface.

The car was a bedraggled Vauxhall, parked outside the local HSBC bank in
Hereford, England d. Out of the car stepped the drlver The unlucky bank worker
who had the honours of getting up at six in the mornlng in foul weather, to

/ open up the bank for yet another mundane, monotonous day of counting

coins, stamping cheque books and pushing a pen around.

As he shut the door, he brought his briefcase to his head, shielding his hair as

if it were sacred. He also brought his coffee, concealed in a polystyrene cup,
close to his chest, clutching it like a child. In one swift movement, he turned

on his heels and darted towards the glass doors of the bank.

The man was thirty six year old Tom Morris. He got the job in the bank at the

age of twenty three. He dropped out of university the year before that, and
intended for his job to only be temporary, whilst he searched his options to
make something of his life. However, thirteen years later, he was still there but
still craving that new beginning. He was average height, lean with dark hair
combed over, a five oclock shadow and wide brown eyes. His facial feautures
were sharp and defined, rather the opposite to his lazy and too laidback
personality.

As Tom finished opening up, his gaze fluttered across the dreary landscape
outside dully and dreary, a multitude of different shades of blacks and greys.
However, as his gaze drifted across the outset, his eye caught sight of Woco 7
something that startled him slightly. A magple perched high on a lampost.

Whats a bird doing out in this weather, he wondered as he saluted the

infamous bird before reciting the old superstition in his head. ‘One for sorrow..’ v
It was half an hour before the buzzer sounded, indicating a customer had
entered. As he looked up, following the silky trickle of steam from his coffee,
what he saw froze him to the bone. =4
Two black silhouettes slid quickly through the door. The first man bolted the
door, whilst the second man marched straight towards the cashier boothes.
Straight towards Tom. Tom's body shook violently with fear, as his tremblmg
searched for the silent alarm under the desk he was sat at. A
The first man was brandishing a semi-automatic pistol. The man in black
raised the gun to the now hysterical Tom Morris. The man pressed the gun to
his head. Tom felt the cold steel against his forehead. Thoughts flashed
through his mind, one of which was his lack of achievement in I|fe he was
going to die as a nobody, at least this would be a new beglnnlng’? ?
Suddenly his mind flashed back to reality as his fumbling hand came into
contact with the silent alarm under the desk. His arms felt to weak to push |t
he gathered all of his remaining strength and pressed hard It was done. The
police were alerted and would be no more than fO_l._j_rty five seconds. But
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unfortunately for Tom, he didn't have fourty five seconds. The masked invader J
shouted at Tom in a foreign tongue before pulling the trigger, sending a
shockwave through Tom’s body for a millisecond. Then nothing. Tom’s corpse -
hung limp in his chair, a stream of blood trickling from his pale, cold forehead.
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Mum, why do we have to move again? This was the third new school | had
attended in five years and being the new girl was a difficult process for me.
The feelings of loneliness and isolation overwhelmed me and the fear and v
trepidation haunted me. 9009 Vocabylaly

As | walked to school that first day everything felt alien to me and once again |
was the stranger, the one to be stared at, the one to be judged. In stark v
contrast to my previous schools, the buildings were harsh, dlsheveled and in
severe need of reconstruction. All so different from the lovely stone waIIs
manicured gardens and pristine corridors | had become accustomed to.

Even the smell as | entered was unappealing and the bell, denoting the first
lesson, was intimidating and menacing. As | navigated my way to the first
lesson, the only av_iligble seat was next to a sinister looking girl covered in ,
makeup and facial piercings. v

| introduced myself in a shak;éy voice, feeling quite threatened by her strange
apperance. She simply snarled at me then laughed with complete comtempt. |
could feel my face turning a bright shade of pink. o

fm Channay. What on earth are you wearing? You look like a nun! she replied. |
could hear stifled laughter around the room, but | was rescued when the
teacher entered the classroom. For the next hour | was lost in a logical world/
of equations and algebra.

At the end of the lesson, Channay said accusingly, You won't make any friends
if you continue to show off like that. This was the last thing | needed, | merely
wanted to be liked. It was quite obvious that Channay was the most popular
girl in the class and | immediately decided that | was going to be her friend.
For the rest of the day, Channay introduced me to all the cool kids and made
me feel so good about myself. The feeling of being accepted was immense.

It was at that point that Channay dropped the bombshell. =

if you want to be in our group, you have to complete a challenge’

My heart sank.

Yes, of course. What do you want me to do?

Tomorrow we are going into town and you have to steal a ring from a boutique.’
| had never before done anything like this and the feeling of apprehension
overwhelmed me as the fateful deed came closer. | had to complete the
challenge or | would be an outsider and | would never be accepted. This was

my only chance.

Channay and her friends peered into the window of the boutique and | quickly

grabbed a silver ring and innocently put in my bag. | felt invincible as the rush

of adrenaline hit me. | slowly walked out of the shop but the alarm went off and

a security guard viciously grabbed my arm.

The feeling of pride was transformed into shame and humiliation. —

Tfm sorry, | cried with tears bursting from my eyes.

Don’t apologise to me, the securuty guard replied. The police will deal with this.

/ Suddenly | could hear the sirens coming closer and closer and the gravity of @
the situation became apparent. » A 0, Eejmn W 13+ 12
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A New Beginning

BEEP, BEEP, BEEP resonates in my ears as | observe a mountain range of
ECG line-peaks. As | stare into Chlo€’s eyes as labour progresses, | see
feelings of pain and anguish, but as | look deeper | see feelings of expectancy
and joy for what is to come. v
With an owl-like glance, | rotate my head from side to side to take in a
panoramic view of the hospital room. Mum, dad, brother and sister and in-laws
try to make conversation as if to mask their nerves for the performance
occurring before their eyes. Doctors and nurses frequently check their
watches, look to the ECG monitor and give each other routine nods. The
brushing of their shoulders produces a buzz-like sound throughout the room.
As observations slot through my mind like a 1920s picture-board movie, | feel
Chloe tighten her grip of my right hand which sparks a flashback to where it all
began.

A summer evening, post university exams, our first‘date’. As we strolled
shoulder-to-shoulder past six-foot high grass, she nudged closer and grasped
my hand. This action was a sign that possibly our friendship was deeper than
just training partners, to which my spirits were lifted. As | reminised on that
summer evening, | remembered us watching the boats float by. As the sound
of their horns echoed in my mind, they seemed to heighten in pitch and then i
found myself before the resounding ECG beeps again.

Within seconds, Chloe began to produce a circulation-stopping clenchonmy  -z,5e 7
hand, which was followed by an ear-deafening scream. Like meerkats lifting
their heads, everyone in the room seemed to sharpen their attention to the
‘main event. As Chloe’s breaths became deeper, so the instructions from the
nurse became louder. Towels now began to arrive through the doors via
smiling nurses. The incubation box was plugged into electrical mains and its
lights were glowing in the corner of the room next to the ‘gallery’ window'. At
this point, my knowledge seemed inadequate but my physical supportand <
presence a privilege. | mumbled words of encouragement as | knew | could ’
empathise with the birth Chloe was enduring. As emotions flew through my
mind, and | tried to process them, my body began to feel more and more
fatigued. Yet | knew the soon arrival would produce an energy that | could not
imagine T

‘One last squeeze, youre about there, bellowed the nurse.

And so the expectant mother, Chloe, squeezed. ‘Swoosh’. Our baby girl entered
the world. Her name? Faith. To symbolise that she was only made possible by
our trust in each other. This was a new chapter for us. But more so, a new life,
a new beginning.
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