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Reading: Foundation Tier
Example 1 
A1.

We learn that the flat is in a street of run down houses called Belisha Road. 

We learn that he has people living in the downstairs part of his flat. 

His daughter no longer lives with him.

He recently painted inside the flat.

He doesn’t have any curtains and instead uses a blanket.

We learn that the flat isn’t good looking and is run down like the rest of the street.

He uses a dented paper lampshade which hangs from the ceiling.

His bedroom is empty apart from the double bed and bedside table.

The sitting room had a gas fire and two cheap-looking wicker armchairs. 










Example 2
A1.
In lines 1-27 you learn that where Christy Slane lives is a rough, run-down place, where people don’t take care of it and just don’t care.  When you get to Christy’s house, by the build up you can already tell that it’s horrible, “a high overgrown privet hedge made the entrance dark”. 

When you get into Christy’s house it’s described the same as the outside, dark and horrible.  It’s not well kept either.  It says “several pairs of trainers lay in a sprawling heap”, showing that he just throws his shoes there, making a mess.  When they get upstairs into Christy’s bedroom, it’s the same as downstairs, not taken care of, untidy and still horrible. “A blanket had been hung up as a curtain” shows he can’t afford blankets so he goes DIY style.  In the other room there were two wicker armchairs that looked very cheap.  I think Christy is a very poor man living in a poor area with no other choice but to go cheap. 





Example 3
A1.

In lines 1-27 I learn that Christy Slane lives in a street of “run-down little houses”.   There is a “high overgrown privet hedge” which makes the entrance dark and behind the hedge “stood overflowing garbage bins”.  From this I get the impression the area is not very looked after.  The passage states that “he could hear a dog barking and see a child kicking and shrieking in a pram”, suggesting that the environment is loud and maybe rough.
The “dark hallway” comes across as very cluttered.  However I learn that the “junk” is not Christy Slane’s.  I also learn that it belongs to the inconsiderate neighbours downstairs who decided “they don’t want the stink of the shoes inside the flat”.  I feel as if Christy does not get along with his neighbours.

Inside of Christy’s flat, which is described as smelling of “fresh paint”, seems to be empty.  Although it seems to be empty there is a clutter of “paperback books and letters”.  I learn that the flat is dingy and Christie may not have a lot of money as “a blanket had been hung up for a curtain”.












Example 4

A1.

We learn that Christy Slane lives in a flat in a rough area, in a “street of run-down little houses”.  The neighbourhood is very uncared for with “a high overgrown privet hedge”, making a dark entrance to the flat.  The street is unclean and dirty with “overflowing garbage bins hidden behind the hedge.  There was also “a bicycle, chained to the window bars”.  This indicates that there’s a lot of trouble round the area as they have “window bars” and they lock their bicycles up.  The overflowing garbage bins makes the street look messy and it’s also noisy and not a very pleasant place to live.  We know this from “hear a dog barking and see a child kicking and shrieking in a pram”.

The apartments are dark and unorganised, “in the dark hallway, several pairs of trainers lay in a sprawling heap”.  Christy tells Lev the neighbours have “no consideration” for others, calling all the trainers and clothes in the hall “junk” that he trips over.
Christy lives in a room upstairs and he has recently painted the flat as “it smelled of fresh paint” suggesting he had made an effort to make it look better.  The flat was still messy, “double bed unmade and a bedside table cluttered with paperback books and letters”.  The flat had very little stuff because his wife took it all.  We know this from “Bare minimum furniture now”.  He doesn’t have any curtains in one room and in another “a blanket had been hung up for a curtain”, suggesting that not much money had been spent on the flat or that he can’t afford to buy curtains or even to change the “dented paper lampshade” hanging from the ceiling.    











Reading: Higher Tier
Example 5
A2.
Maria herself finds the need to go to the finish line the way the writer does this she uses coincidence to meet the two characters. She happens to find something amusing and Justo just glances at her on the way past. She thinks he is arrogant. When she presents him with a prize and kiss him on the cheek, you get a sense of that she’s attracted to him now. Then it states she skirts around to get another chance to see him. She asks for a dance but they end up talking. She does want to see him but her sisters are against it. They discuss Justo for a while longer.
Example 6
A2.
During these lines Maria thinks Justo is ‘the most arrogant’ due to him walking away from her. However, Maria feels the need to visit friends near the finishing line just so she could get closer to him.

Maria also feels the need to ‘skirt the gathering’ so that he would have to pass her again. I believe Maria feels attracted to him and wants to pursue these emotions.

Towards the end of this section, Maria thinks and feels that Justo is ‘not the most handsome man’, even though he was ‘frighteningly powerful’.

When arguing with her sisters, Maria feels the need to argue her case when they are putting down Justo. She thinks he has ‘character’ and then doesn’t feel the need to fight back in her sisters’ never-ending conversation so on the journey home, she remained in ‘silence’.
Example 7
A2.
I believe that Maria likes Justo which the writer shows through the use of a rhetorical question ‘..her most feminine laugh which caused Justo to turn in her direction?’ This suggests that Maria is trying to get his attention by ‘unleashing’ her most feminine laugh in an attempt to distract him. The use of the superlative ‘most desirable laugh’ conveys her attempt to make herself look desirable to him.

However, Maria then believes he’s ‘the most arrogant man in Guernica’ after he ignores her and just ‘glanced at her and walked on’. The use of ‘glanced’ suggests that he has no interest in Maria and justifies her annoyance.

I believe that Maria is attracted to Justo as she ‘quickly arranged to present the prize’. The use of ‘quickly’ conveys her fear that other girls may be advancing on Justo. It also suggests her eagerness to reward him with the lamb and the ‘ceremonial kiss.’

Maria seems extremely eager to dance with Justo, despite his dirty overalls, which implies the deep fondness she has for him. However, her fear of rejection is obvious as she states ‘if you’re not too worn out from all the chopping and lifting’. The writer suggests her excited thoughts as she ‘skirted’ the gathering so that he would have to pass her again.

Maria is extremely protective over Justo as she defends him from her sisters. ‘He has character’, she argued. In addition, she returned home in silence as her sisters debated Justo’s ‘many inadequacies’ which suggests how upset she was with her family.

Example 8
A2. 
Dave Boling shows that Maria feels attracted to Justo in these lines. He implies that Maria thinks that he is an attractive person and would like to get to know him. Boling uses a slightly humorous tone to show Maria’s thoughts and feelings when he states that ‘it so happened’ that at the end of Justo’s walk, Maria ‘discovered the need’ to visit her friends at the finish line. The writer continues this with sarcasm as he says ‘who could have imagined’ that just as Justo walked past Maria ‘unleashed her most feminine laugh’. This indicates that Maria feels the need to grab Justo’s attention and wants to start a conversation. It seems that Maria feels drawn to Justo and she wants to attract him with her looks as she smiles her ‘broadest smile.’

However, Boling shows a change in her feelings towards Justo as he tells us that she thought he must be the ‘most arrogant man in Guernica’. It is apparent that Maria thinks Justo is not friendly and is big-headed. This also suggests she feels offended and disappointed. However, Boling shows us that Maria is not ready to give up on Justo yet and still wants to get to know him. This is shown when she ‘moves in’ for the ‘kiss on the cheek’ which implies she feels romantically attracted to him. Furthermore, she tries to get his attention by standing where he must pass her again. Maria is desperate to attract his attention and becomes more forward when she asks him to dance.

Maria agrees with her sisters that he is ‘not the most handsome man’ which suggests she feels he has an attractive personality or she cannot explain why she was attracted to him. She thinks he is ‘frighteningly powerful’ but she feels there is more to Justo’s boasting as he was ‘without confidence’ when they were talking alone. Boling then implies that Maria is not influenced by her sisters as she argues that he has ‘character’. 

Writing: Foundation Tier

Example 9
A Memorable Journey
It was 7am on a Sunday morning  I really wasn’t used to being up this early, well especially on a Sunday anyway.  I layed in bed for a couple of minutes just to wake myself up,  any normal day I would just want to stay in bed but today was different  I was full of excitment because I was going to see my faviourte boyband of all time later that day.  The reason I had to wake up that early is because I had to travel all the way from Cardiff to Manchester because One direction were not coming to Cardiff on their tour so we had to travel all the way to manchester .  We wanted to leave early so that we could get closer to the front of the stage so we left at about 8 o’clock.  We were all so excited  it was me and a few of my friends Lauren  Tyra and Jess and Tyra’s dad who was taking us up in his car  we were still quite tired from waking up so early but none of us could sleep because we were way too excited.  Normally to get to Manchester it would take us about 4 hours but it wasn’t that easy this time because we had been traveling for 2 hours and then the car broke down on the motorway  we were all worrying so much because we didn’t think that the car would get fixed in time but luckily at about 12 o’clock somebody came out to help us and shortly we were back on our way to Manchester to see One Direction, so we thought we had been driving for another 1.45 minutes only to get lost in Manchester  now we were definatly panicking because it was coming up to 2 o’clock and the doors opened up at 4 and we still had no clue where we were and how we were getting to the stadium.  We definitly were not getting to the front  it was 3 o’clock and we still weren’t at the stadium but we finally knew where we were going but it was still half an hour away so by the time we got there it was already half 3 and the que was huge but we were just happy to have finally got there and when we were let in it was all worth it because it was the best night of my life and even though it had taken us 7 and a half hours insead of 4 we still got there in the end and still had an amazing time even though we weren’t at the very front because it was the best concert I had ever been to and loved every second and even the travelling part was fun because I was with my friends which made it more memorable.
476 words




Writing: Higher Tier

Example 10

A New Beginning
‘BEEP, BEEP, BEEP’ resonates in my ears as I observe a mountain range of ECG line-peaks. As I stare into Chloe’s eyes as labour progresses, I see feelings of pain and anguish, but as I look deeper I see feelings of expectancy and joy for what is to come.

With an owl-like glance, I rotate my head from side to side to take in a panoramic view of the hospital room. Mum, dad, brother and sister and in-laws try to make conversation as if to mask their nerves for the performance occurring before their eyes. Doctors and nurses frequently check their watches, look to the ECG monitor and give each other routine nods. The brushing of their shoulders produces a buzz-like sound throughout the room. As observations slot through my mind like a 1920s picture-board movie, I feel Chloe tighten her grip of my right hand which sparks a flashback to where it all began.

A summer evening, post university exams, our first ‘date’. As we strolled shoulder-to-shoulder past six-foot high grass, she nudged closer and grasped my hand. This action was a sign that possibly our friendship was deeper than just training partners, to which my spirits were lifted. As I reminised on that summer evening, I remembered us watching the boats float by. As the sound of their horns echoed in my mind, they seemed to heighten in pitch and then i found myself before the resounding ECG beeps again.

Within seconds, Chloe began to produce a circulation-stopping clench on my hand, which was followed by an ear-deafening scream. Like meerkats lifting their heads, everyone in the room seemed to sharpen their attention to the ‘main event’. As Chloe’s breaths became deeper, so the instructions from the nurse became louder. Towels now began to arrive through the doors via smiling nurses. The incubation box was plugged into electrical mains and its lights were glowing in the corner of the room next to the ‘gallery’ window’. At this point, my knowledge seemed inadequate but my physical support and presence a privilege. I mumbled words of encouragement as I knew I could empathise with the birth Chloe was enduring. As emotions flew through my mind, and I tried to process them, my body began to feel more and more fatigued. Yet I knew the soon arrival would produce an energy that I could not imagine’

‘One last squeeze, you’re about there,’ bellowed the nurse.

And so the expectant mother, Chloe, squeezed. ‘Swoosh’. Our baby girl entered the world. Her name? Faith. To symbolise that she was only made possible by our trust in each other. This was a new chapter for us. But more so, a new life, a new beginning.

451 words
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